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Feudal barbarity.
[A.D. 177C
' There are many, (she replied,) who admire and respect Mi Johnson ; but you and I love him.'
He seemed very happy in the near prospect of going t< Italy with Mr. and Mrs. Thrale. 'But, (said he,) befon leaving England I am to take a jaunt to Oxford, Binning ham, my native city Lichfield, and my old friend, Dr. Tay lor's, at Ashbourn, in Derbyshire. I shall go in a few days and you, Boswell, shall go with me.' I was ready to ac company him ; being willing even to leave London to hav< the pleasure of his conversation.
I mentioned with much regret the extravagance of th< representative of a great family in Scotland, by which then was danger of its being ruined; and as Johnson respectec it for its antiquity, he joined with me in thinking it woulc be happy if this person should die. Mrs. Thrale seemec shocked at this, as feudal barbarity; and said, ' I do no understand this preference of the estate to its owner; o the land to the man who walks upon that land.' JOHN SON. ' Nay, Madam, it is not a preference of the land t( its owner, it is the preference of a family to an individual Here is an establishment in a country, which is of impor tance for ages, not only to the chief but to his people an establishment which extends upwards and downwards that this should be destroyed by one idle fellow is a sac thing.'
tion—JEsculapio et Sanitati L, Colodiiis Hermippus qui vixit anno. CXV. dies V.puellamm anhelitu.' He maintained that one of th< most eligible conditions of life was that of a Confessor of youthfu nuns. Lowndes's Bibl. Man, p. 488, and Gent. Mag. xiii. 279. I. D'ls raeli (Curiosities of Literatiire, ed. 1834, ii. 102) describes Campbell': book as a ' curious banter on the hermetic philosophy and the uni versal medicine; the grave irony is so closely kept up, that it de ceived for a length of time the most learned. Campbell assured j friend it was a mere jeu-d'-esprit.' Lord E. Fitzmaurice (Life oj Shelburne, iii. 447) says that Ingenhousz, a Dutch physician who livec with Shelburne, combated in one of his works the notion held by cer tain schoolmasters, that ' it was wholesome to inhale the air whicl has passed through the lungs of their pupils, closing the windows ii order purposely to facilitate that operation.'
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